238	EGGE HOMO.
abiding curse. It was, as it were, bound to the sinner
and became a millstone dragging him down to perdition.
Justly have great authors described sin, deriving its
strength from law, as a burden laid upon the back,
or, still rnore^ graphically, as a dead body tied to a
living one.
And when the criminal is the father of children the
curse descends even upon those who are wholly innocent.
Before they are old enough to distinguish right and wrong
they are, as it were, received into the Evil Church by infant
baptism, their parents or their parents' friends standing
sponsors and promising for them that which when they
come to age they take upon themselves but too willingly.
Cut off from all contact with virtue, instructed in vice,
which is itself an easy ait, and strangers to goodness, which
is difficult to learn, they enter into perdition by a natural
title, and the same law, which favours so much, as it
were, the formation of large properties in vice, provides
also that they shall pass by inheritance.
The sole reign of Law, then, is a despotism, beneficent
and necessary at a certain stage of social development, but
yet terrible, and, if maintained too long, mischievous.
It is a preparatory discipline destined to fit the pupil for
another teacher, a proper condition for the childhood
of society, but not well adapted for its maturity. It
accomplishes a great work in elevating men out of the
savage levity of primitive manners, in delivering them
from passions which by indulgence had grown to re-
semble insanity, from the fierceness of appetite and anger.
It brings out the instinct of sympathy, it developes the
power man possesses of identifying himself with his neigh-
bour, and teaches a whole community to interest itself in

